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Certainteed makes celling tiles, establishes
links with other local businesses

By DAN SCHNEIDER
DMG Writer

LANSE — Employees at
Certainteed Ceilings get around
the company’s plant in LAnse
with pedal power.

The three-wheeled cycles are
used for transportation to
improve efficiency of movement
within the 360,000 square-foot
plant.

All that space is filled with the
machinery of ceiling tile manu-
facture. There is the giant
machine that takes the moisture
out of the expansive sheets made
of spun mineral wool, starch,
paper and perlite that later are
cut into tiles.

Conveyor belts snake through
the place, moving the product
from one machine to the next. At
one spot it is texturized, at anoth-
er it is cut, at still another it is
packed onto pallets.

Then it moves to the warehouse

area at the end of the facility
opposite from the drying
machine.

Mineral ceiling tiles are made
primarily with a material called
spun mineral wool, which plant
manager Chetwood Van Aken
said is made from recycled steel-
making slag the company brings
in by semi truck.

He said the process of making it
is “similar to how they make
fiberglass and that sort of thing,
but it’s using slag, recycled slag,”
he said. The ceiling tiles have
acoustic properties: they absorb
stray noise.

“That's why you see them in a
lot of commercial offices is they
keep the sound down,” Van Aken
said. “Aside from the aesthetics
and the other parts, acoustics are
one of the main things that we
provide.”

Certainteed’s LAnse plant
employs 112 people full time and
hires an additional six full time
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Certainteed Ceilings employee Lauretta Leinonen inspects finished
ceiling tiles as they move on down the line at the company’s plant in

LAnse.

contract employees.

The plant has been owned by
Certainteed, a subsidiary of the
French company Saint Gobain,
since 2007. Certainteed pur-
chased the plant from Celotex,
which bought the site the plant is

located on from Ford Motor
Company in 1957.

From 1959 to 1979, Celotex
manufactured ceiling tiles made
using wood fibers. In 1979, the
company switched to manufac-
turing them from spun mineral

wool.

Van Aken said most of
Certainteed’s employees live in
or near L'Anse, however the prod-
ucts they manufacture are sold
nationally and internationally. He
said there is not a lot of market
for ceiling tiles in the Upper
Peninsula.

When Celotex bought the site
from Ford, the ceiling tile compa-
ny also bought 242,000 acres of
woodlands. Though much of that
acreage was sold in 1959, when
Celotex began manufacturing
ceiling tiles, Certainteed still
owns thousands of acres.

The forests are traversed by
snowmobile trails and other pub-
lic recreation trails.

“The DNR trail to Little
Mountain, which is promoted as a
tourist attraction, that’s all on
Certainteed property,” Van Aken
said.

Please see Ceiling page 9

CRUSHING ROCK

New company produces product locally

By DAN SCHNEIDER
DMG Writer

WHITE PINE — A start-
up company based in
White Pine is manufactur-
ing a rock crusher that is
new to the world, accord-
ing to its inventor.

Bob Niemela, owner of
New Dimension Crushers
based in White Pine, said
he chose the name
because “we’re putting the
crushing machines in a
new dimension, we're
making a crushing
machine that no one’s ever
made before.”

The company produces
two types of on-site rock
crushing machines. One
attaches to the front of a
skid-steer loader and is
capable of scooping and
crushing rock or demoli-
tion debris in one motion.

A smaller unit can be
used to crush rock or
debris indoors.

Both units, Niemela said,
save a lot of logistical
headaches for building
site reclamations. The
crushers allow contrac-
tors to render debris from
a demolition project,
chunks of concrete, for
example, into a form that
can be used in the con-
struction of the next build-
ing at the site.

“We recycle on the job
instead of taking it into the
landfills,” Niemela said.
“Right now that material
goes to landfills and we
turn it into material that
can be used on-site.

“It's usually used for
base rock for follow up
construction after the
demolition.”

He said crushing on site
is more efficient compared
to bringing material from
elsewhere.

“The point is you don't
have to haul it out and take
it to a landfill or take it to
somebody else and have
them crush it and then
haul it back in,” Niemela
said. “So you save on
trucking costs and materi-
al costs.”

He said the crusher drew
a lot of interest at the
recent ConExpo construc-
tion equipment show in
Las Vegas.

“This is the first new
crushing concept since the
1940s,” Niemela said.

The crusher uses rollers
to break rock using tension
instead of compression.

Niemala invented the
crusher after retiring from
a 35-year career in the
mining industry. During
that career he worked for
companies including
Copper Range, Exxon, and
Linwood Mining and
Minerals.

“I've been responsible
for crushing in my career
50 million tons of rock,”

“We’re putting the
crushing machines in
a new dimension,
we’re making a
crushing machine
that no one’s ever
made before.”

— Bob Niemela

Niemela said.
He moved up to Green
after retiring from

Linwood, which is located
in lowa.

Niemela’s plan is to build
the crushers and source
their components as local-
ly as possible. So far, he
said, he has been success-
ful in that endeavor. He
said the machines are 95
percent produced in the
Upper Peninsula.

“We’re making a real
attempt to build the major-
ity of the machine in the
Uu.p,” Niemela  said.
“There are a lot of talented
people in the U.P. and a lot
more who would like to
move to the U.P”

The company employs
four people at its adminis-
trative offices in White
Pine. Actual assembly of
the crushers is done pri-
marily at Calumet

Machine in Calumet.

Niemela expects New
Dimension Crushers will
grow to employ 10 adminis-
trative workers in the next
few years, and he expects
the contracting of produc-
tion workers will increase
along with it.

“For every administra-
tive job, we would expect to
hire eight to 10 craftsmen
or machinists,” Niemela
said.

Niemela said the compa-
ny has produced about 30
of the crushers so far and
sold 16 of them last year,
the year the product was
introduced. He expects to
sell 100 this year.

The crushers are already
widely distributed.

“We have machines in
Canada, England, South
Africa and Italy,” Niemela
said. We’'ll soon be selling

machines in Australia,
China and India,
Bangladesh.”

He said the U.S. military
has been interested in
using the machines for
repair of bombed runways
and for land mine removal.

Dan Schneider can be
reached at
dschneider@min-
inggazette.com

Want more information?

Check online at this Web site:
www.newdimensioncrushers.com

Ramada Inn

By STACEY ASHCRAFT
DMG Writer

HANCOCK — Rahul Bhagat came to
the United States from India with a vision
and no money in his pockets.

“l came to this country almost eight
years ago,” he said.

Over time, Bhagat made several friends
who helped him establish himself in the
community working with buying and sell-
ing properties.

“With that experience, | began investing
in buying and selling houses and then got
into big property,” he said. “A lot of people
asked me how I did it, and | told them just
to keep their eyes open.”

Now, Bhagat owns the Ramada Inn in
Hancock, which he said was a big achieve-

Full service hotel on
waterfront property

ment. Bhagat said he’s happy to be asso-
ciated with the hustle and bustle often
heard from the hotel and restaurant.

“This is one of the big investments for
me,” he said. “It’s the only Ramada Inn |
own and | have a partner.”

The Ramada Inn is a full-service hotel
that has 51 rooms on waterfront property.

“It has a very beautiful waterfront
restaurant called the Upper Deck and
there’s a bar and lounge,” he said.

The hotel also features two convention
rooms, the Bridge Room and the Portage
Room, which are frequently used by local
groups weekly.

As a matter of fact, Bhagat said locals
are more often the people who use the

Please see Waterfront page 9



